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La Crónica del Calvario
¡Compartir la palabra – Preparar discípulos – Servir a todos en el amor de Cristo!
Julio 2023
Volumen 87 – Número 07
The Calvary Chronicle
Share the Gospel – Prepare Disciples – 
Serve All in Christ’s Love!
July 2023
Volume 87 - Number 07





One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
07/02/2023- Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 28:5-9             	   Ps. 89:1-4, 15-18                 Romans 6:12-23	 Matthew 10:40-42
07/09/2023- Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Zechariah 9:9-12                  Ps. 145:8-14   	                   Romans 7:15-25           Matthew 11:16-19,25-30
07/16/2023- Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 55:10-13        	 Ps. 65: [1-8] 9-13                  Romans 8:1-11            Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
07/23/2023- Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 44:6-8     	                Ps. 86:11-17     		    Romans 8:12-25          Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
07/30/2023- Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 3:5-12    	  	Ps. 119:129-136     	    Romans 8:26-39         Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
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Centennial Service Follow-Up
	The Evangelism Committee has been reviewing dozens of digital photos from our centennial service on April 23.  We are grateful for Anna, a board member of Consuelo, the counseling agency that shares Calvary’s space, who took many photos during the worship service and afterwards.  The Misch family and others have sent other photos of the big day, too.  Check our website www.chicagolutheran.org, our Google profile, and our Facebook page periodically throughout the summer as we determine which photos to share in which venues and post them.  If anyone else has photos to share, please send them a few at a time to Morgan or Pastor Cox via email or contact us for other sharing methods.

Sharing Faith Stories
Can you share a faith story from your life?  It might be a powerful experience of God in our lives, how you first came to faith in Christ or renewed your faith, a challenging time after which you realized that others’ prayers and God’s mercy helped you through it, why you feel uplifted at worship, how you feel strengthened or calmed through prayer or a hymn or a Bible verse, or other ways in which your faith in Christ or participation in a Christian congregation has been significant in your life.  Please either write, type, or email a submission to Pastor Cox or to the church office, or feel free to discuss a possible story with him beforehand.  
Let’s share the good news!
Calvary Seniors
Calvary Seniors will be taking a break for the summer and will not meet at Calvary during July or August.  Please look forward to meeting again in September or consider joining the gathering if you haven’t attended recently.  Please contact Elaine Lebron or JoAlice Revas for more information.
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Bible Study

In adult Christian education, we had our final sessions on the book of Acts on June 6 and June 13 and are now on break for the summer. John Whennen and I are discussing possible topics for the fall.
At our last session on June 13, we reviewed major points in Acts of the Apostles and answered some challenging questions about whether or not, and how, we are willing to apply the apostles’ faith and actions to our own life as Christians and at Calvary.  Look for an initial summary of this activity and an invitation to respond in the August Chronicle.
Pastor Cox
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS – POSSIBLE CONTINUATIONS
Our Centennial Task Force has discussed the possibility of having some additional smaller events in the fall to continue the celebration of this momentous event.  We would like your feedback on whether or not you would attend such events.  Some of the suggestions have been a concert/hymn sing with Pastor on cello and Br. Wheeler or perhaps a mini–Spaghetti Dinner.  If you are interested in attending this type of event, please indicate your preference and any other suggestions to one of the task force members, Gina, Morgan, Nancy Borsellino, Pastor or Cheryl.  We appreciate your input.
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We voted on a bylaw to change youth ages to 14 through 19 and young adults to between 20-32. 
We had a workshop about cultural diversity. We played a card game, but we soon realized that everyone had different instructions at each table. Once we ended the game… the speaker explained the reasoning of the game and show us how it relates to life itself. I learned that we are all Lutherans, but we do things differently in our service and around us. 
My workshop was Purple Book where we sang hymns in the new All Creation Sings book. First, we sang “God, We Gather As Your People” (ACS 1038) because my speaker was telling us the song is about World Peace. Next, we sang “Build a Longer Table” (ACS 1062) because my speaker was saying that God’s incredible welcome to us through Christ requires us to show hospitality to others. Third, we sang “Earth is Full of Wit and Wisdom” (ACS 1064) because Earth is full of God’s delighted laugh. From the tiny roly-poly to the tree-top-tall giraffe. This song is good for the creation story. Lastly, we sang “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” (ACS 1078) because the verses speak of the yearning for justice, freedom, mercy, wisdom, courage, comfort, healing, wholeness, new life. Verse four calls upon God to save us, to be light in our darkness.
Morgan Cortes

This year’s assembly was held in St. Charles, IL at the Q Center.
The Mission Statement for Metro Chicago Synod is Share the Gospel, Make Disciples, Do Justice.  Ironically, it is similar to our own Mission Statement.  The focus of the assembly was on the second part of the statement Make Disciples.  Bishop Curry talked about God making disciples and the need to explore how God is making and forming disciples.  He talked about the allocation of a large contribution that was made to Synod.  Part of the allocation is to be used for a Lay Person Resource Event one year from now which will include a variety of workshops on different topics.
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I attended one of the workshops which was entitled Discipleship in Our Time.  The session began with members identifying what discipleship means to each us.  We then discussed the hope we receive in our baptism and talked about perseverance in our faith journeys.  We also touched on the fact that we can no longer depend on people coming to our churches, we need to be inviting and take our ministries to the streets.
Videos were presented from different churches who have merged and been able to continue some of their ministries.  In addition, one church who took a bold move and sold its building and is now worshiping in a different venue (local restaurant) and has explored a non-traditional day of worship.
There are always presentations that inspire us and show us that God’s work is ongoing, still alive and telling the wonderful story of Jesus and his precious gift to us.
As I mentioned a few weeks ago in church, we departed from a former tradition of having worship at the Convention Center and moved to Bethlehem Lutheran Church.  It was a moving experience to share communion which a church full of people from all over the Metro Chicago Synod.
I leave you with the following:
1 Peter 4:10-11
New International Version
10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

  Cheryl Schwartz
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Synod Assembly Report (Continued)
Synod assembly is always a great occasion to see colleagues, friends, and fellow Lutherans in the Metro Chicago Synod of the ELCA.  This year was the first time in recent years that it was held at the Q Center in St. Charles. The day was filled with informative reports, our bishop’s and staff’s addresses, inspiring stories of congregations engaging in mission and worship in new ways, cultural diversity simulation game, and closing worship service.  The practical details included comfortable facilities, nutritious food for meals, and a beautiful early June day that all made the drive to St. Charles worthwhile.  This year, a few highlights stood out for me.
Calvary was one of the first churches featured in the “Preach the Gospel. Make Disciples. Do Justice.” video clips of congregations around the synod proclaiming the synod mission statement.  Bryanne recorded our brief video at the end of our centennial anniversary service.  The entire assembly, representing the many congregations of our synod, thus got a brief glimpse of our 100th anniversary celebration! 
There was only one workshop slot this year because the synod assembly, which had been two days pre-pandemic, was condensed into one Saturday, June 3.  The three of us from Calvary were assigned to different workshops to maximize our exposure.  I attended the Latinx ministry workshop. It was led by Pastor María Rojas, whom many of us remember from Calvary before her final seminary studies and ordination.  Various Latino congregations of our synod shared photos and presentations of their worship, fellowship, evangelism, and social ministry. They were honest about their joys as well as their challenges.
Our final worship service at nearby Bethlehem Lutheran Church was inspiring and joyful. With our Bishop Yehiel Curry as presider, we gathered with our sibling Lutheran congregation representatives to praise our Lord and to receive communion together, representing our diversity in unity in Christ.
Pastor Cox 
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Happy Birthday!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 
 Robin  Cortes         	July 9th 
Martha Campos           July 11th 	                     
Kaite Goberling 	July 16th 
Steve Lynch		July 26th 
Cheryl Schwartz	July 26th 
						 

	                
     
     


Happy Anniversary!
¡feliz aniversario
 Salvador and Martha Campos	July 29th
Cheryl  and William Tumaitis July 31st 
Memorials - July

In Honor of Bob Larkner 100th Birthday (Patty Larkner)
In Honor of Memorial Day( Donald Sawallish) 


Verses for our Times:


I love the LORD, because he hears me;
    he listens to my prayers.
He listens to me
    every time I call to him.

(Psalm 116:1-2, Good News Translation)
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For   freedom   Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of  slavery. … For you were called to   freedom , brothers   and sisters, only do not use your   freedom   as  an opportunity for self - indulgence, but through love become enslaved to one another.    – ( Galatians 5:1, 13 )       2023 is the first year that Juneteenth has fallen on a weekday since it became a federal  holiday in 2 021. (June 19 fell on a weekend in 2021 and 2022.)  The holiday commemorates  June 19, 1865, when (U.S./Union) Major General Granger reached Galveston, Texas to announce  that the slaves there were free and that the Civil War had ended.  Though President Lin coln  declared slaves in Confederate areas that were in rebellion to be free  when he signed   the  Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, slaves in the farther reaches of the  Confederacy, such as the island of Galveston,  neither knew nor experienced the results of that  declaration.  Technically, slavery was not abolished in the entire United States  until the  Thirteenth Amendment was ratified on December 6, 1865. Also, the official end of slavery did  not result in an aboliti on of discrimination or of prejudice by white people towards those of  darker skin. Much progress has been made towards tolerance, equity, and inclusion in the U.S.  since 1865, but significant work remains to be done.  Nevertheless, Juneteenth represents  f reedom for African Americans (and the day is called “Freedom Day” in some places), abolition  of slavery, and an end to the Civil War, the most internally divisive conflict in this nation’s  history.      “Freedom” has various references in the Bible.  The Isra elites in Egypt experienced  oppressive slavery for many years until God, through Moses, liberated them in the exodus and  led them towards the Promised Land.  Moses’ final words in the book of Deuteronomy remind  Israel that it was the Lord who liberated the m and that  in   their new land, they must remember  to obey the Lord’s commandments and instructions   rather than using their freedom to become  proud or arrogant.  Similarly, Paul later reminded the Galatians that freedom from the Law that  Christ offers must n ot be an excuse for selfishness or disregard for others, but rather foster a  new type of obligatory service based on love.     Sadly, I think that many Americans and others lack the understanding that freedom is a  gift from God to be used in the service of ot hers and to God’s glory. Freedom is not meant by  our Creator to be an excuse for reckless behavior or insistence on one’s rights in a way that  endangers, devalues, or harms other people or other parts of God’s creation.       In this year in which, for the fi rst time, we have three federal holidays (Memorial Day,  Juneteenth, Independence Day) to offer many people three -   or four - day weekends in the first  half of the summer, let’s go beyond just   appreciating   a day off of work.  As many of the asylum  seekers who  have recently arrived in Chicago can tell us, many places in the world do not  provide the freedom or other privileges that most of us enjoy.    Let’s be thankful for our civic,  religious, and spiritual freedom.  Let us use that freedom to live and serve as t he Lord has  instructed us.       In Christ who sets us free,   Pastor Cox    
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Worship Service Minor Changes     In these few weeks since Pentecost and Trinity Sunday   and as the summer begins,   we’re   implementing a few changes in our worship service practices.  These were discussed at the  council meeting on June 17.     During the summer, we’ll be using Holy Communion setting 5 (“Bread of Life”) from  With One Voice,  the blue hymnals.  With One Voice   was  a supplemental liturgical book that first  appeared in 1995, after  Lutheran Book of Worship   but before  Evangelical Lutheran Worship .   Calvary used elements of  With One Voice   holy communion settings at various times on and off  until about 2015, but we hadn’t   used those settings since then.     Also, we are going to resume having an usher bring the offering plate forward from the  assembly to the sanctuary during the offertory canticle (“Let the vineyards”).  The purpose of  singing the offertory canticle is to exp ress that God has given us the resources of God’s  creation, including our own bodies and minds; we use these resources to harvest food and to  produce goods or services through our work; and we return to God a small portion of what God  has given us.  The mo netary offerings that are brought forward represent this, as do the bread  and wine produced from the wheat and grapes in God’s creation (though at Calvary the  tradition is that the bread and wine are already on the altar before the offertory).  Bringing th e  offering forward also restores a specific time when people can give envelopes with checks or  cash, instead of locating the offering plate somewhere in a back pew as was begun during the  pandemic to minimize physical touch.  Finally, this offertory practi ce should ensure confidence  in the safety of people’s offerings. We’ve had fewer attendees since the pandemic and even  fewer ushers, while we’ve had occasional visitors who may want to sit in the back pews near  where the offertory plate was placed.  We do  realize that some people started to give online  with a credit or debit card or bank account during COVID - 19, through the “online giving” page  of our website, and may wish to continue this convenient option.  Though we appreciate and  need everyone’s pledges   or other offerings, no one is ever obligated to give as an usher brings  an offering plate forward, but these practices should facilitate those who give in the traditional  way.     Finally, on some Sundays we will separate the assisting minister role so that  one person  serves as lector (reader) and another serves as communion assistant.  This will allow individuals  who are able to and feel comfortable serving in role to do so without being obligated to do the  other.  On occasion, we may also experiment with mu ltiple people sharing the prayers of  intercession, as we did on Pentecost.     May all these changes facilitate sharing our God - given gifts to the honor and glory of  God in our worship.     Pastor Cox  
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Ju ly   202 3   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   0 6 - 22 - 20 2 3 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Derrick Curtis, Jr.    Kaitline McNichols and baby    Janice Stromberg    Richard Sivertsen    Karen Bellafiore    Cynthia Mow e ry    Paul Wheeler      John Lynch    Joan   Kincade       Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Eichhorn    John Salomone    Neil Cole Mowery     In hospital/ en el hospital   Fran Strimel    Ramona Burns    Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Dan Misch    Martha Campos      Jenny Cole    Terry Borsellino    Major and Joan Kincade   JoAlice Revas    Steve Lynch      Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Katherine Zeleny   
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