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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
10/01/2023- Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 17-1-7                            Ps. 78:1-4, 12-16              Philippians 2: 1-13	          Matthew 21: 23-32
10/08/2023- Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20         Ps. 19   		        Philippians 3:4-14            Matthew 21: 33-46
10/15/2023- Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 32:1-14	 	        Ps. 106:1-6, 19-2              Philippians 4: 1-9               Matthew 22:15-22
10/22/2023- Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 33:12-23     	 Ps. 99 	           		       1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10     Matthew 22: 15:22
10/29/2023- Reformation Sunday
Deuteronomy 34:1-12     	Ps. 90: 1-6, 13-17	        Romans 3:19-28                  John 8:31-36

1

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church
6149 S. Kenneth Ave. Chicago, IL 60629
(773) 767-7400
Email: calvaryluther@sbcglobal.net
URL: chicagolutheran.org
facebook.com/chicagolutheran.org

		



















1
From the Pastor’s Desk- September 2023
[Peter and John answered the council,] “we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.” – Acts 4:20
At our last adult Christian education/Bible study session on the book of Acts before taking a break for the summer, we answered some challenging questions about whether or not, and how, we are willing to apply the apostles’ faith and actions to our own life as Christians and at Calvary.  In this column this fall, beginning last month and continuing today, I’m sharing a summary of this activity and a few follow-up questions for everyone to consider.  The next two sets of summary points, questions, and some of participants’ answers follow. How would you answer each question?

3. (Acts 5:17-32 et al.) The apostles, when confronted with challenges, refused to stop sharing the good news of what God had done in their lives and through Jesus Christ. “We must obey God rather than any human authority…we are witnesses of these things.”(5:29,32) 
Several times in the past year, Pastor Cox, in the monthly Chronicle, has invited readers to share good news about what God has done in their lives or another faith story by submitting it to be printed in the Chronicle. 
I wrote and shared an article in this series and would consider writing another one.
I haven’t done so yet but will submit one within the next two or three months.
Hesitant. I’ve often thought of it. Hard to put in words. I believe others have had similar experiences in their lives.
 I do not feel comfortable about doing so.
We all have personal experiences to share to others on how kind the Lord has been to me, no matter our English proficiency.
The best faith stories are provided by God.

4. (Acts 2-28) On the day of Pentecost, the apostles shared the good news in different languages to people who had come from many different countries or regions. Later, the Holy Spirit had them share the good news with those of other religions (the Gentiles; Acts 10). Later, the apostles traveled to places and people outside of their own lands in their response to the mission of the church.  
What’s your thought about sharing faith with people of other places?
I think this sharing of faith with people of different backgrounds is something for missionaries to do. I don’t think I’d do it myself, but I’d be willing to hear or read a report from a current missionary and possibly support him or her.
I think this sharing of faith make sense in theory, but I don’t know how to apply it to me or to Calvary now.
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We are charged with the mission of making disciples when we share our faith with others, we share and are able to break down walls of differences and find commonality. 

 God should always be talked about & beliefs shared with everyone.
 The apostles did so, especially Paul; we must follow their example, and follow Christ’s commission (Matthew 24:14; 28:19,20)
 Just showing up at Sunday worship is witness to community; certainly even just encouraging someone is witness to the Gospel.
 Invite people to identify connections they have with whom they can share about their faith and our church.

What are your responses?
[bookmark: _Hlk146877076](to be continued)

Calvary Seniors
Calvary Seniors will meet at Calvary in October at noon on Tuesday, October 17.  Calvary Seniors usually meets on the third Tuesday of each month. Consider joining the gathering this month!  Please contact Elaine Lebron or JoAlice Revas for more information.

Calvary Directory
	In June, a revised directory of Calvary members and associates was printed and distributed.  If you are a Calvary member who has not received a revised directory, please contact Morgan Cortes or Pastor Cox.

Fall 2023 Bible Study
Bible study/adult Christian education this fall is being held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays, instead of Tuesdays. We resumed our gatherings on Wednesday, September 27, in the upstairs classroom (room 203), meeting the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month. In October, we will meet on October 11 and 25.  This fall, we are studying Judaism.  It is not necessary to purchase any book for this series.  All are welcome to any or all sessions.
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CROP Hunger Walks 2023
CROP Walks raise funds to fight hunger, globally and locally.  The Chicago CROP Hunger Walk will be held on Sunday, October 15, 2023. There are two routes: a one mile option and a 5K (three mile) option. Both routes begin and end at First Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1124 S. Ashland.  The afternoon begins at 12:00 noon with a family fun fest; walker check-in is at 1:00 p.m.; the walk starts at 1:30. Please sign up to walk or sponsoring a walker from Calvary. Ask Pastor for a form, or sign up online at https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/team/calvary-lutheran-church-chicago.
25% of CROP Walk funds return to local food pantries and other hunger-related programs; the remaining funds are used where the need is greatest.  Many congregational hunger-related ministries can apply to their local CROP Walk committee for a portion of walk proceeds.  
Food Depository Volunteer Opportunity
We are exploring opportunities for Calvary to volunteer with the Greater Chicago Food Depository in early November. This has become an annual opportunity for social ministry in our area.  Please sign up in the narthex or contact Pastor Cox if interested!

Sharing Faith Story: Yoan Viamonte
“WHEN THE LORD’S HANDS CAN REMOVE THE WORST PAINS…LITERALLY”
When I was 20 years old in my homeland in Cuba, I used to suffer from a severe sinusitis that usually tempted me to pound my head against the wall in an attempt to make the pain fade away. The doctors examined me with Xrays and determined that I had a nasal spine that had grown enough to touch some of my ocular nerves which triggered my terrible headaches whenever I was on a sinusitis relapse. The solution to the issue would be to undergo what the surgeon described as a “inevitably painful surgery” starting from the anaesthesia process. I weighed the pains I was coping because of the issue against the pains that the curing process would demand and chose to face the latter. 
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Two miracles from the Lord I received before and during the surgical process. The first one was that I was meant to have surgery at the infamous “2B Surgery Room” in the Lenin University Hospital in Holguin City, Cuba. I was scared at this fact because many stories of people having surgery in it and later catch a bacterial infection that put at risk their life were common. When the stretcher bearer picked me up at the Waiting Room to take me to the 2B Surgery Room” I made a heartfelt prayer to the Lord imploring Him to look after me during the surgical process as He knew how infamous such a Surgery Room was among the patients. I was asked to wait by the strecher bearer outside the entrance of the 2B Room until he handed my clinical record to the surgeon inside. To my surprise, when he returned, he told me that my surgeon decided that as I was his last patient in that day, she would be operating me at the 5th Surgery Room instead of the 2B. It’s noteworthy to add that the 5th Surgery Room was reserved to burn patients because of the extreme antiseptic conditions their clinical state demanded. I honestly felt that the Lord was taking care of me with this last-minute decision. Finally, when I was lying on the operating table the surgeon explained to me that she needed to tie my both hands and legs and put a blindfold on my eyes because some moments of the operation might be painful to me even though they would inject anesthesia. The surgeon even said that she had an inmate patient who barely broke one of her ribs  from a kick and in order to avert such possibility during my surgery she had to do it. I just could say to her that she should not be concerned about me because the Lord would be there driving her hands during the operation. Inwardly, I just could mentally prepare for the worse, resign myself to whatever would happen next and once again I begged the Lord to have mercy on me. I have to admit that being administered three injections of local anesthesia to try to lessen the surgery pains was extremely painful because of having long needles making way all the way across my nose and breaking cartilages. Honestly I thought I would faint of pain but I did not. Suddenly, all pain was gone. It was as if my body had turned off the pain reflex. I even started to be fully conscious of all the surgery and was capable to quietly respond any question asked by the surgeon. After 2 hours and 45 minutes the surgery ended succesfully and I the surgeon congratulated me because of what she referred to as an uncommon exemplar behaviour despite all the pain I surely had gone thru during the operation. I did not understand why she said I was brave and had a high tolerance to pain if I had not felt any pain during the surgery except from the anesthesia process, so I explained her that I thought that the anesthesia was behind my not feeling any pain and she just laughed and said: “Sorry, but the anesthesia could just diminish the pain but never remove all pain because the bones and cartilages I cut can’t absorb anesthesia”. I then just realized that certainly the Lord was really present during my surgery and removed at least the worse pains thereof.  
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Happy Birthday!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 
 JoAlice Revas        	October 13th 
Scott Sawallisch 	October 30th  

				
Chronicle Deadline: October 22nd

	                
     
     


Happy Anniversary!
¡feliz aniversario

Memorials - October
Flowers in honor of Riley Misch's 21st birthday (Misch Family)
Candle in memory of Frances Sivertsen (Lois Flood)
Candle in memory Robert Sivertsen (brother) (Lois Flood)

Verses for our Times:
(Psalm 139, continued)

10 If I say, 
“surely the darkness will cover me, 
and the light around me turn to night,”
11 darkness is not dark to you; 
The night is as bright as the day; 
Darkness and light to you are both alike.

Psalm 139:10-11 
[Lutheran Book of Worship/
Book of Common Prayer translation]
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Octo ber  202 3   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   0 9 - 2 9 - 20 2 3 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Derrick Curtis, Jr.    Janice Stromberg    Richard Sivertsen    Karen Bellafiore    Cynthia Mow e ry    Paul Wheeler      John Lynch        Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Eichhorn    John Salomone    Neil Cole Mowery   Steve Lynch    Joan   Kincade       In hospital/ en el hospital     Martha Campos    Ramona Burns      In rehabilitation / en rehabilitación   JoAlice Revas    Hugh Wurtz      Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Anne Auersch    Cheryl Schwartz    Bryan Cox        Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de  oración en general   Katherine Zeleny In thanksgiving / En acción de gracias   Installation of Bishop Greg Busboom in the ELCA Central/Southern Illinois  Synod     Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /    En duelo por el fallecimiento y celebrando la vida de   Pastor Albert Wiedlich    Pastor Jack Berry     
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