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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
11/05/2023- All Saints Sunday
Revelation 9:9-17                      Ps. 34:1-10, 22                  1 John 3:1-3	          Matthew 5:1-12
11/12/2023- Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Joshua 24:1-3, 14-25                Ps. 78:1-7   		        1 Thessalonians 4:13-18   Matthew 23:1-12
11/19/2023- Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Judges 4:1-7                     	       Ps. 123             	      1 Thessalonians 5:1-11       Matthew 25:14-30
11/26/2023- Christ the King
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24          Ps. 95:1-7          	    Ephesians 1:15-23                Matthew 25:31-46
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From the Pastor’s Desk- November 2023
[Peter and John answered the council,] “we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.” – Acts 4:20

At our last adult Christian education/Bible study session on the book of Acts in June, we answered some challenging questions about whether or not, and how, we are willing to apply the apostles’ faith and actions to our own life as Christians and at Calvary.  In this column this fall, beginning in September, I’ve been sharing responses from this activity and a few follow-up questions for everyone to consider.  The next two sets of summary points, questions, and some of participants’ answers follow. How would you answer each question?

3. (Acts 10:47, 16:15, et al.)  On multiple occasions, the apostles or other Christians baptized people who had previously not been part of a Christian community—sometimes an individual or sometimes an entire family or household.  
Nowadays, more and more people have not been baptized or are not members of a Christian community. Which of the following could describe your situation? 

I have recently encouraged my children, grandchildren, etc. to attend worship in Calvary or some other congregation, to consider getting baptized or confirmed, or to become more active in a church.
I have encouraged my children, grandchildren, etc. to attend worship in Calvary or some other congregation, to consider getting baptized or confirmed, or to become more active in a church, but not recently. I could look for an opportunity to do so again.
Baptism will always be important, becoming a child of God.
I feel a lot of people believe in God, but just don’t attend church; they worship within themselves.
I do seek ways to turn Christian values into principles applicable to everyday life and I am open to work with all kinds of people who believe Christian principles can make our lives and neighborhoods better and safer (Christian ecumenism). 
If I live my baptismal covenant in community, that becomes a witness to and encouragement to others to make their baptismal covenant to themselves and their family.
Schedule a session for the evangelism committee to attend a webinar or create a plan to contact inactive members or shut-ins.
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4. (Acts 6:1-6; 1 Cor. 16:1, et al.)  The apostles chose seven deacons to whom were delegated the ministry of service.  Later, the apostles organized a collection for the churches in need in Jerusalem.  Peter and Paul both performed a ministry of healing at times. 
Calvary has had a social ministry committee that has organized collections, volunteer opportunities, and donations of items to church-based or charitable organizations to serve those in need.  It also kept in more frequent contact with shut-ins, sending them cards or calling them 
to assist the pastor.  In 2022, this committee became inactive as most lay members moved away or stopped attending.  

It’s too bad that the social ministry committee has become inactive. Maybe someone will step forward.
I would be willing to help call two shut-ins or inactive members a month on behalf of the church.
I would be willing to help to coordinate at least one volunteer opportunity, collection, or other project each year, if given guidance or background.
I would be willing to meet for 45 minutes every two months, either in person or by phone or internet, to try to reinvigorate this ministry.
I would be willing to pray specifically about social ministry efforts at Calvary for at least the next three months.
I would support any activities and try to keep in touch with some shut-ins by sending cards or calling, but I need to do it more regularly.
I’d be willing to accompany Pastor Cox or any other designated person to visit the inactive ones.

What are your responses?
(to be continued)
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Fall 2023 Adult Forum/Bible Study
Bible study/adult Christian education this fall is being held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays, instead of Tuesdays. We have been meeting in the upstairs classroom (room 203), on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month. In November, we will meet on November 8 but not on November 22 (the day before Thanksgiving).  This fall, we are studying Judaism and Islam.  It is not necessary to purchase any book for this series.  All are welcome to any or all sessions.

Thanksgiving Service
We again plan to participate in an ecumenical Thanksgiving service during Thanksgiving week this year, probably on Tuesday evening, November 21. Pastor Roger of St. Mary Star of the Sea, with whom Calvary has coordinated this service for several years, has been away during the latter part of October, and we have not been able to confirm the hosting church and time by the Chronicle printing deadline.  We will announce the date, time, and location as soon as possible by early November, in Sunday announcements, on our website, and by email.  You may also call and leave a message with the church office for us to call you back with the information. 
Chronicle Deadline
	The deadline for submissions to the Calvary Chronicle is normally two Sundays before the end of the month.  The deadline for the December issue will be Sunday, November 19, or speak to Morgan Cortes if you need an extra day or two.

Food Depository Volunteer Opportunity
	Calvary members and friends are invited to sign up to volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on Friday morning, December 1, 2023, from 9:00-11:45 a.m. The food depository is located at 4100 West Ann Lurie Place. This has become an annual opportunity for social ministry in our area.  Please sign up in the narthex or contact Pastor Cox if interested!

Calvary Seniors
Calvary Seniors will meet at Calvary in November at noon on Tuesday, November 21.  Calvary Seniors usually meets on the third Tuesday of each month. Consider joining the gathering this month!  Please contact Elaine Lebron or JoAlice Revas for more information.
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Roof Replacement
As discussed in the congregational meeting on Sunday, October 1, due to the extreme rains in July, major water damage occurred in the archives room in the original church building (where parish hall, offices, and classrooms are now). We need to replace the roof and have asbestos abatement done in the archives room. The archives room abatement will cost $5,500, and roof replacement will cost $88,000 including permits, pedestrian canopy, roof, brick replacement, tuckpointing, gutters, lintel, and cleanup.  Our property committee and Council carefully analyzed multiple bids before recommending a company. Insurance has given $10,000 primarily for abatement and floor replacement in the archives room.  We have created a roof fund and are soliciting donations with a goal of $90,000. If you are able to contribute, please use the yellow envelopes in the narthex, or mail a check with “roof fund” in the memo line to the church office, or give online noting “roof fund” in the comments.  Donations of any amount are appreciated.
Christmas Services
	Please answer the brief survey (in person or via email or U.S. mail) about Christmas service time options enclosed or attached to this Chronicle issue. Since Christmas Eve falls on Sunday, we will use everyone’s input to determine service times and announce them in the December issue.
Calvary Directory Correction
	In June, a revised directory of Calvary members and associates was printed and distributed. We have since learned of one error—the phone number for Katie Goberling. The correct phone number is (574) 345-0462. We apologize for the error.  

CROP Hunger Walks 2023
Thanks to everyone who sponsored a Calvary walker in the Chicago CROP Hunger Walk on October 15!  Pastor Cox, Morgan Cortes, and Arturo Alamaz walked the 5K (3 mile) route, which started and ended at First Immanuel Lutheran at Ashland and Roosevelt, to raise funds for the hungry. 
25% of CROP Walk funds return to local food pantries and other hunger-related programs; the remaining funds are used where the need is greatest.  Many congregational hunger-related ministries can apply to their local CROP Walk committee for a portion of walk proceeds.  We express our thanksgiving to God as we share our blessings with our needy neighbors. 
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Happy Birthday!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 
 Joan Kincade 		November 3rd
Keith Schwartz	November 10th
Terry Borsellino	November 20th 
Shirley Vlk		November 24th 
Nancy Borsellino	November 30th 

						 

	                
     
     


Happy Anniversary!
¡feliz aniversario
 
Memorials - October
Flowers in Memory of Gene and Sharene Pagois (Cortes Family)
[bookmark: _Hlk149295806]In Memory Carl Auersch (Anna Rose Auersch)
In memory of Rosalie Vanecek (Anna Rose Auersch)
In memory of Roberto Vanecek (Anna Rose Auersch)

Verses for our Times:

(Psalm 139, continued)

12 For you yourself created my inmost parts;
You knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
Your works are wonderful, and I know it well.

Psalm 139:12-13
[Lutheran Book of Worship/
Book of Common Prayer translation]
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Novem ber  202 3   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   10 - 2 7 - 20 2 3 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   John Whennen    Derrick Curtis, Jr.    Richard Sivertsen    Karen Bellafiore    Cynthia Mow e ry    Paul Wheeler      John Lynch        Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Eichhorn    John Salomone    Neil Cole Mowery   Joan   Kincade       In hospital/ en el hospital     Steve Lynch    Ramona Burns      In rehabilitation / en rehabilitación   JoAlice Revas      Healing at home /  recuperándose en casa   Martha Campos      Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Nancy Hrbanek    Rich Olik     Katherine Zeleny In thanksgiving / En acción de gracias   75th anniversary of St. Mary Star of the Sea   Catholic Church     Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /    En duelo por el fallecimiento y celebrando la vida de   Janice Stromberg       
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