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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
12/03/2023-First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9                         Ps. 80:1-7, 17-19               1 Corinthians 1:3-9	                 Mark 13:24-37
12/10/2023-Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 40:1-11                       Ps. 85:1-2, 8-13                  2 Peter 3:8-15a                         Mark 1:1-8
12/17/2023-Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11                Ps. 126             	     1 Thessalonians 5:16-24         John 1:6-8, 19-28
12/24/2023-Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16              Ps. 89:1-4, 19-26              Romans 16:25-27                     Luke 1:26-38
12/25/2023-Christmas Day
Isaiah 62:6-12          	     Ps. 97          	    	    Titus 3:4-7              	           Luke 2:1-20
12/31/2023-First Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 61:10--62:3                Ps. 148        	    	    Galatians 4:4-7                       Luke 2:22-40                                  
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From the Pastor’s Desk- December  2023
[Peter and John answered the council,] “we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.” – Acts 4:20

This month, I share the final installment of the ideas from our last Bible study on the book of Acts in June 2023—responses to challenging questions about whether or not, and how, we are willing to apply the apostles’ faith and actions to our own life as Christians and at Calvary.  What are your responses?	--Pastor Cox

7.  The apostles faced many types of opposition and challenges: imprisonment, threats, and opposition by the Jerusalem religious authorities; persecution by Saul; violent mobs of pagans who saw their own deities threatened by Jesus; shipwrecks and being bitten by snakes; and many more. What should be our response to challenges in the church in our time? 
Pray more and harder.
Gather with other church members or believers to discuss the challenges and try to discern where the Holy Spirit can lead us.
Re-read sections of Acts or other Scriptures to learn what our spiritual ancestors did when faced with difficulties.
Openly discuss Calvary’s future and the direction we need to take.
We can make the worship service more interesting by maybe making theatrical dramatizations based on every service’s readings.
Put an invitation in the Chronicle for prayer partners and use pledge form responses to contact potential prayer partners.
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8.  What other ideas from the book of Acts can apply to Calvary?
Explore how to reach out to the community around us to tell the good news of Jesus. Explore how we can be more welcoming to our neighbors.  Find out what other churches have done to fulfill their mission. Look for new and different worship opportunities that may attract people to join us.
Have faith. 
[I’m] not sure.
Just like the Christians in the first century gathered together their possessions, and in imitation to Jesus’s example, when his disciples felt weary of their ministry, [he] invited them to go to a retreat. Maybe today, just like persecuted Jehovah’s Witnesses in Cuba did when they tried to attract new people to their cult, …share soft drinks and sandwiches… AMIDST the party people share their own experiences.
All Scripture can generate and nurture faith. Bible study should continue, be strengthened, and seek, among other things, to answer the hard questions and to challenge the non-Christian alternatives!  “Spiritual but not religious”? What is spiritual about “faith” that ignores community?
In the future, for the “Bible study” article in the Chronicle, give a summary of what was learned, both the content itself and a lesson from it for our church or for Christians in general. Invite participants to take turns or have a scribe/secretary to note participant comments at the end of each session.
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CROP Hunger Walk 2023
Thanks to everyone who sponsored a Calvary walker in the Chicago CROP Hunger Walk on October 15!  Pastor Cox, Morgan Cortes, and Arturo Alamaz walked the 5K (3 mile) route, which started and ended at First Immanuel Lutheran at Ashland and Roosevelt, to raise funds for the hungry.  Yoan Viamonte also walked with Pastor Cox and Santa Teresa members on a make-up walk day on Sunday, November 5, which included an interfaith educational component, visiting Chicago Islamic Center, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. memorial in Marquette Park, and the outside of Beth Shalom Ethiopian Hebrew congregation.  
As of November 21, 2023, Calvary walkers and donors had raised $530 in person and online for Church World Service’s programs to combat hunger and assist those in need (75%) and Chicago food pantries (25%). Thank you for helping our neighbors!
Thanksgiving Service & PADS donation
	This year, for the first time since the pandemic, Calvary hosted an ecumenical Thanksgiving service on Tuesday evening, November 21.  Parishioners from St. Mary Star of the Sea, Santa Teresa de Avila Episcopal, and Calvary attended.  Over $200 was collected for Southwest Chicago Homeless Services (formerly PADS).  Thank you to all who collaborated for this service!
Food Depository Volunteer Opportunity
	Calvary members and friends are invited to sign up to volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on Friday morning, December 1, 2023, from 9:00-11:45 a.m. The food depository is located at 4100 West Ann Lurie Place. This has become an annual opportunity for social ministry in our area.  Please sign up in the narthex or contact Pastor Cox if interested! (As of press time, there was still room for a few more volunteers for this date.)

Advent Adult Forum/Bible Study
Because Christmas Day falls on Monday this year, there will be just three Advent sessions, on Wednesdays December 6, 13, and 20. Adult Christian education/Bible study will be at 10:00 a.m., followed by a brief worship service at 11:30 a.m. All are welcome. 
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Posada
Calvary and Consuelo will host a simple posada on Saturday, December 16 at 5:00 p.m.   This is traditionally the first night for posadas, which are celebrated for nine nights (a novena) leading up to Christmas. All are welcome for this Hispanic tradition of songs and prayer that recalls Mary and Joseph’s search for lodging so that Jesus could be born. Traditional hot beverages and treat bags for the young (and for the young at heart!) follow this bilingual service.
Calvary Seniors
Calvary Seniors will meet at a local restaurant on Tuesday, December 19 for its annual Calvary Senior Christmas luncheon.  Please contact Elaine Lebron or JoAlice Revas for more information.  
Christmas Worship Service
	The Worship and Music Committee met following the Thanksgiving service to tally the surveys about preferences for Christmas services.  We will have our usual Sunday service on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24, at 9:00 a.m.  Our Christmas service will be on Christmas Day, Monday December 25, at 10:00 a.m.  This option received a few more votes than the next highest choice, early on the evening of Christmas Eve, and almost no one voted for a late Christmas Eve service.  For those unable to attend Calvary’s service or who preferred Christmas Eve, you are welcome to the bilingual service at Santa Teresa de Avila (6201 S. St. Louis Ave.) on December 24 at 5:30 p.m. 
Chronicle Deadline
	The deadline for submissions to the Calvary Chronicle is normally two Sundays before the end of the month.  The deadline for the January 2024 issue will be Sunday, December 24, or speak to Morgan Cortes if you need an extra day or two.  The January issue will be distributed at worship on December 31 or sent via U.S. mail or email.
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Prayer List Reminder
In 2022, Calvary’s council voted to update our practices regarding the prayer list.  Since June 2022, the prayer list published in the Chronicle retains the names of those for whom we pray for one month, except those with cancer or another long-term condition are retained for six months.  If you know that someone is still in need of prayer after those times, please re-submit his or her name to Morgan Cortes or Pastor Cox before the next Chronicle deadline. Everyone is encouraged to pray for all those who are on the prayer list and to send a card, note, or email, or call, depending on the person’s condition.  If anyone has a more serious or longer-term illness or might like a pastoral visit, please contact Pastor Cox.

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
At the November Congregation Council meeting, the members discussed and unanimously approved a motion to hold a special Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 14, 2024 immediately following the worship service for the sole purpose of amending Calvary’s By-laws and Constitution to reduce the Council membership from 10 to 5.  These types of changes need to be approved by the Congregation at a meeting and then also approved at the next annual congregational meeting.  Please mark your calendars to be in attendance for this important meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT
The following is a brief recap summary of Calvary’s income and expenses so far for 2023.  It has been a difficult year with several unexpected maintenance expenses.  We have executed a contract to have the roof replaced on the Parish Hall and are awaiting scheduling with the roofing company.  
While the numbers are looking bleak, we have many things to be thankful for.  Thus far, we have raised approximately $4760.00 towards the roof fund.  We were able to celebrate 100 years of ministry in the West Lawn neighborhood.  We have shared our gifts beyond our doors with contributions to Greater Food Depository, LSSI (Lutheran Social Services of Illinois), ELCA World Hunger, Church World Service (CROP Walk), Food for the Poor and Chicago Southwest Homeless Services as well as our benevolences to Metro Chicago Synod.  We have a dedicated group of individuals who donate their time to keep everything functioning.  God has blessed us in many ways.
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We appreciate all of the prayers and contributions that each of you make.  
	YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
	2023



	
	JANUARY
	FEBRUARY
	 MARCH 
	 APRIL  
	 MAY 

	TOTAL RECEIPTS
	 $ 5,887.26 
	 $   6,677.12 
	 $   6,237.44 
	 $    10,511.63 
	 $6,493.93 

	TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS
	 $(5,880.79)
	 $ (8,847.41)
	 $(15,855.58)
	 $ (11,030.88)
	 $(7,891.21)

	SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)
	 $       6.47 
	 $ (2,170.29)
	 $ (9,618.14)
	 $    (519.25)
	 $ (1,397.28)
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	JUNE 
	 JULY 
	 AUGUST 
	 SEPTEMBER 
	 OCTOBER 
	YTD

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 $5,531.45 
	 $ 5,674.44 
	 $6,977.44 
	 $     5,381.74 
	 $ 6,382.43 
	 $ 65,754.88 

	 $(7,089.38)
	 $(20,723.63)
	 $(7,026.69)
	 $     (6,173.98)
	 $(6,207.06)
	 $ (96,726.61)

	 $(1,557.93)
	 $(15,049.19)
	 $    (49.25)
	 $       (792.24)
	 $    175.37 
	 $ (30,971.73)


	
Respectfully submitted, Cheryl Schwartz
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Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27
Christ grew in Mary until He had to come out. Christ will grow in you, if you have Him as your savior, until the same occurs. He will come out in your speech, in your actions, in your decisions. Every place you live will be a Bethlehem, and every day you live will be a Christmas. You, like Mary, will deliver Christ into your world.
(From the book In The Manger: 25 Inspirational Selections for Advent by Max Lucado)
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Happy Birthday!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 
 Katherine Zeleny        December 11th 
Cindy Loszach	December 15th 
Virginia Cole		December 23rd 
Wayne Winbun	December 28th 

     
     


Happy Anniversary!
¡feliz aniversario
 Don and Kathy Becker December 22nd
Memorials - October
In Memory of Troy Olson (Janice Holstein)
In Honor and Celebration of Catherine Zeleny 103rd Birthday (Terry Maderak)

Verses for our Times:

(Psalm 139, continued)

14 My body was not hidden from you, 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth.
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, 
yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book;
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them.

Psalm 139:14-15
[Lutheran Book of Worship/
Book of Common Prayer translation]
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Dec em ber  202 3   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   1 1 - 2 4 - 20 2 3 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Joyce Johnson    John Whennen    Derrick Curtis, Jr.    Richard Sivertsen    Karen Bellafiore    Cynthia Mow e ry    Paul Wheeler      John Lynch        Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Eichhorn    John Salomone    Neil Cole Mowery   Joan   Kincade       In hospital/ en el hospital     Ramona Burns      Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Tony Didato      Arturo Alamaz     Steve Lynch    Martha Campos      Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Nancy Hrbanek    Rich Olik     Katherine Zeleny          
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