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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
02/04/2024- Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31                         Ps. 147:1-11, 20       1st Corinthians 9:16-23	       Mark 1:21-28
02/11/2024- Last Sunday after the Epiphany
2 Kings 2:1-12                        Ps.50:1-6                    2nd Corinthians 4:3-6	       Mark 9:2-9
02/14/2024- Ash Wednesday
Isaiah 58:1-12                      Ps. 51:1-17                 2nd Corinthians 5:20-6:10        Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
02/18/2024- First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17                     Ps. 25:1-10	          1st Peter 3:18-22                        Mark 1:9-15
02/25/2024- Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 17:1-7,15-16         Ps. 22:23-31               Romans 4:13-25  
                      Mark 8:31-38          
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Congregational Meetings 
A special congregational meeting was held on Sunday, January 14, 2024 immediately following the 9:00 a.m. worship service.  This special meeting had the sole agenda item of revising Chapter 12.01 of our constitution regarding council membership. According to Chapter 16, amendments to the constitution require approval by the majority of voting members present at a congregational meeting, then ratification by at least 2/3 of the congregation again at an annual meeting.  The congregation followed council’s recommendation and voted to reduce the number of council members from ten to five. This change will become effective after being ratified by at least 2/3 of voting members at the annual meeting on January 28 and approval by the synod in the next couple of months.
This issue of the Chronicle is being distributed on January 28, before the annual meeting that day. Results of the council member elections and other important news of the meeting will be shared in the March 2024 Chronicle.
Souper Bowl of Caring
Calvary will again participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Bowl Sunday on February 11, 2024.  Everyone is invited to make a donation into the “soup bowl” our young adults will have that Sunday following the worship service. If unable to attend worship that Sunday, you may donate the preceding or the following Sunday in an envelope marked “Souper Bowl of Caring.”  In January, Calvary’s council voted to donate the proceeds to the Greater Chicago Food Depository.  Thank you for your donations to help fight hunger!
Ash Wednesday, Bible Study/Adult Forum, and Lenten Services
 On February 14, we will have an Ash Wednesday service including imposition of ashes at 11:00 a.m.  We won’t have Bible study that day. Thereafter, during Lent, from February 21 through March 20, we will meet weekly on Wednesdays for Bible study/adult forum at 10:00 a.m. and have a short Lenten service at 11:30 a.m.  All are welcome!


3
Calvary Seniors
The next Calvary Seniors meeting will be Tuesday, February 20th, 2024 at 12:00 p.m.  Meetings are usually the third Tuesday of the month at noon. Please contact Elaine Lebron or JoAlice Revas for more information.
Chronicle Deadline
	The deadline for submissions to the Calvary Chronicle is normally two Sundays before the end of the month.  The deadline for the March 2024 issue will be Sunday, February 18, or speak to Morgan Cortes if you need an extra day or two.  The February issue will be distributed in person on February 25 or sent via U.S. mail or email to those who receive it in those formats.
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Happy Birthday!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 
 Don Becker            February 6th 
 Lois Flood	        February 12th 
     
     


Happy Anniversary!
¡feliz aniversario!
Nancy and Terry Borsellino February 1st 
Larry and Louise Breen February 24th 
Memorials – February 
In memory of Bill and Joan Misch (Misch Family) 


Verse for our Times
We love, because God loved us first.
(1 John 4:19, 
Contemporary English Version)
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February 2024   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   1 - 26 - 2024 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Joyce Johnson    John Whennen    Richard Sivertsen    Karen Bellafiore    Cynthia Mow e ry    Paul Wheeler      John Lynch        Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Eichhorn    John Salomone    Neil Cole Mowery   Joan   Kincade         Healing at home / recuperándose en casa     Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en  general   Katherine Zeleny   Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /    En duelo por el fallecimiento y celebrando la vida de   Chris May   
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Real love isn't our love for God, but his love for us. God sent his Son to be the sacrifice by which  our sins are forgiven.       Dear friends, since God loved us this much, we must love each other.   No  one has ever seen God.    But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is truly in our  hearts.    (1 John 4:10 - 12, Contemporary English Version)      A strange coincidence between our church calendar and the secular calendar occurs this  year — Ash Wednesday is February 14, coinciding with Valentine’s Day.  Although Valentine’s  Day was named for St. Valentine, who was recognized as a saint by the Roman Ca tholic Church,  St. Valentine was removed from the Roman Catholic calendar of saints in 1969 because of  limited verifiable information about him.   Some   accounts  state that he was   a priest martyred  under the Roman Emperor Claudius II . One legend says that Va lentine secretly married couples  to allow the men to avoid war. In any case, Valentine has little verifiable history and is not on  any major denomination’s  current  church calendar.     Instead   of Valentine , most Lutherans , Roman Catholics,   and  o ther liturgical Christians ,  commemorate Cyril and Methodius, missionaries to the Slavs in Eastern Europe , on February  14 .  Cyril was a   deacon and   monk who died in 869 . T he Cyrillic alphabet is named for him,  though it probably developed  by his followers  after Cyril   first   invented an alphabet  for  the  Slav on ic language , which is still used  for   Russian and Serbian liturgy .  Methodius  became   a  bishop who died in 885 .     It's a strange coincidence but not the first time for it. February 14 was Ash Wednesday  in 2018 and will be again five years from now, in 2029.    Several jokes and cartoons have been  made about the oddity of Ash Wednesday falling on Valentine’s Day — don’t get confused and  put a cross of chocolate on your forehead and eat the ashes, restaurants offering couples an  Ash Wednesday fasting special of crac kers and lemon water, and so on. The romantic  celebration of Valentine’s and the penitential church fast day o f Ash Wednesday seem about as  far apart as one can get.     There is, however, a connection   between these contrasting themes .  Many couples,  especially married couples, experience one of the strongest, compelling types of love that  human beings can experience in their relationship.  This love, and all love, ultimately comes  from God.  The supreme example of one person’s love for another is Jesus’s giving his life for  humanity (John 15:13).  Ash Wednesday begins the forty - day period of Lent in which we  prepare for Easter by confessing our sins and going towards the c ross on which Jesus gave his  life.     May many couples and families appreciate deep human love on this Valentine’s Day.   But may all of us, even more, appreciate the deepest love that God offers us through his Son,  Jesus Christ.     In the love of our Savior,   Pastor Cox      


